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can more strongly shriw the feelings with which Haniilcar left his country.
He went, not as the servant of Carthage but as the enemy of Rome, with
feelings of personal hostility, not to be appeased save by the degradation
of his antagonist.
His first object was to conquer Spain, and thus put Carthage in posses-
sion of a province which might itself become a great kingdom, and was worth
many Sicilies and Sardiuias. One of the chief advantages he proposed to
himself in this conquest was the supply of hardy soldiers, which would be
given by the possession of Spain. But he was well aware that for this
purpose conquest was not sufficient; he must enlist the feelings of the Span-
iards in his cause, lie must teach them to look up to himself and his family
as their friends and benefactors. Accordingly he married a Spanish lady
of Castulo; he lived among the natives like one of themselves ; he taught
them to work their rich silver mines ; and in all ways opened out the re-
sources of the country. Meanwhile he collected and disciplined an excel-
lent army, with which he reduced many of the ruder tribes to the northward
of the modern Andalusia find Murcia. Thus he reigned (this is the best
word to express his power) with vigour and wisdom for eight years; and
m the ninth he fell in battle, admired and regretted by all southern Spain.
Hannibal was yet only in his eighteenth year, too young to take up the
work which his father had left unfinished. But Hasdrubal, the son-in-law
of the great commander, proved his worthy successor. He at once assumed
supreme authority. By the gentler arts of conciliation he won over a great
number of tribes; and in order to give a capital to this new realm, he
founded the city of New Carthage, now Carthagena, on the coast of Murcia.
The successes of Hainilcar had already attracted the notice of the senate;
and in the year 227 B.C., presently after Ids death, they concluded a league
with Hasdrubal, whereby the river Ebro was fixed as the northern boundary
of the Carthaginian empire hi Spain. Hasdrubal fell by the knife of an
assassin in the year 221 B.C., the seventh of his command.
Hannibal was now in his twenty-fourth year. He was at once elected
by the acclamations of the army to stand in his great father's place. Nor
did the government venture to brave the anger of a young general at the
head of an army devoted to his cause. Hannibal remained as ruler of Car-
thaginian Spain. The office was becoming hereditary in his family.
Hamilcar had enlarged the Carthaginian rule in Spain from a few trad-
ing settlements to a great province. Hasdrubal had carried the limits of
this province as far as the sierra of Toledo. Hannibal immediately crossed
this range into the valley of the Tagus, and reduced the Celtiberian tribes
which then occupied Castille. He even passed the Castilian Mountains
which form the upper edge of the basin of the Tagus, and made the name of
Carthage feared among the Vaeeaeans of the Douro, by taking their chief
town, Helmantica (Salamanca). At the close of the year 220 B.C., all Spain
south of the Ebro was in subjection to Carthage, or in alliance with her.
The great qualities of the three men through whom they knew her made
them not unwilling vassals.
But there was one city south of the Ebro which still maintained indepen-
dence. This was Saguntum, an ancient colony from the Greek island of
Zacynthus. Its site on the coast of modern Valencia is marked by the pres-
ent town of Murviedro (Muri Veteres), rather more than halfway between
New Carthage and the mouth of the Ebro. Saguntum had been for some
time in alliance with Rome; and therefore, though it was on the Cartha-
ginian side of the Ebro, -was by Roman custom entitled to support. Ju the